
 

 
 







 
 
 

Blue Moon 
Sample Activities 

 
 
 

Here is a short list of some of the activities that can be done on our boat.  Our lessons can be 
aligned to suit your educational needs. Also, if you have an idea of a fun activity you’d like done, 
please let us know—we are accommodating! 
 
Design an Animal 
What a great way to help teach the concept of adaptations!  Each student will receive a picture of an animal.  
They will also be assigned a body part to alter: legs, wings, covering, mouth, or eyes.  The students will use the 
picture as a model and change only the assigned body part.  They can do this by tracing the unchanged part of 
the animal on a fresh sheet of paper and drawing the new body part on that sheet.  Creativity is strongly 
encouraged—they may change the color, size, shape or covering pattern. 
   
When the altered animal pictures are complete, the students will be asked to identify any new behaviors or 
capabilities their newly invented animals will possess and to explain the form and function of the new feature.  
The students will name their new creature then share it with the rest of the group.  As a group we will discuss 
whether the new animal’s habitat, diet, or range would differ from that of the original.  We can also make turn it 
into a competition and vote on the best new creature—the winner can become Captain of the Blue Moon and 
drive the boat for a ways! 
 
Looking for Field Marks (Audubon Adventure Activity) 
Students will practice their observation and recording skills by looking for field marks that will help them identify 
specific bird species.  On the boat we will discuss field marks—a marking, color, shape, or other physical feature 
that helps to identify a bird.  We will then peruse field guides (book of birds) and have students identify field 
marks of birds shown in pictures.  Once the students have a good understanding of how to locate field marks of 
birds we will put them to the test!  They will work with a partner and use binoculars to begin their identification 
journey.  We have trained naturalists and ornithologists aboard who would be glad to help the students on their 
birding adventure! 
 
Constructing a Dichotomous Key 
Believe it or not, your students’ shoes can help them learn to classify animals the way scientists and naturalists 
do!  Volunteers will be asked to put one of their shoes in a pile.  Students will be asked to divide this pile of shoes 
into two other piles.  They don’t have to be equal in number, but they all have to agree on some obvious 
characteristic that will distinguish the shoes in one pile from the shoes in the other pile.  The instructor will keep 
a record of how each pile of shoes is classified.  The students will continue to divide each pile of shoes and keep 
a record of how they classified their divisions.  The instructor will then introduce the concept of a dichotomous 
key explaining that the word means “two forks”.  Dichotomous keys can appear in a more compact form and that 
the diagram can be easily converted by adding numbers to each characteristic used.  The instructor will label the 
diagram in a numerical sequence following the same order the characteristics were agreed upon.  The volunteers 
will then redeem their shoes then place it on the correct branch of the dichotomous key which will lead to its 
correct identification.   
 


